GREEN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING

November 9, 2009

CALL TO ORDER

The November 9, 2009 meeting of the Green Township Committee was called to order at approximately 7:30 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mr. Chirip read the statement of adequate notice.

ROLL CALL:     
 Present: 
 Jim Chirip, Laszlo Raffay, Jr. and Dede Esenlohr

Absent:

Daniel Conkling and Roger Michaud
Also Present: 
Linda Peralta, Clerk/Administrator
CONSENT AGENDA:  All items with an (*) are considered to be routine by the Members of the Township Committee and will be enacted on by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Committee Member or Citizen so requests in which event the item will be removed from the general order of business and considered in its normal sequence on the agenda.

CONSENT AGENDA 

1.  RESOLUTIONS


a.  Resolution 09-165  -  authorize release of escrow  (Tropeano, Leo, Karetnick)


b.  Resolution 09-166  -  authorize refund of taxes (Norris) 

3. Minutes ready for approval  -  October 26, 2009, Executive Session October 26, 2009.

4. Department Reports
Motion: 
Mrs. Esenlohr made a motion to approve the consent agenda.
Seconded: 
Mr. Raffay 

Discussion: 
None

	
	AYE
	NAY
	ABSTAIN
	ABSENT

	Mr. Chirip
	x
	
	
	

	Mrs. Esenlohr 
	x
	
	
	

	Mr. Michaud 
	
	
	
	x

	Mr. Raffay
	x
	
	
	

	Mr. Conkling 
	
	
	
	x


Mayor Conkling entered the meeting.

DISCUSSIONS

a.  Recreation – Little League Baseball club proposal

Scott Price and Bob Dohl where present. Mr. Dohl stated that the League has had difficulty with the fields over the past few years, especially Wesley Field. He noted two main problems:
· Clay hardens and needs to be broken up

· Very little grass because it is not fertilized or maintained
Mr. Dohl stated that the League desired better maintenance of the field. He stated that he corresponded with Andover Township who owns the proper equipment to maintain their fields. He added that he spoke with Andover Committee member Tom Walsh, who stated that the Township is reluctant to lend the equipment, but are willing to complete the job for a fee. 

Mayor Conkling admitted that the maintenance has fallen through the cracks and stated they will examine ways to provide better maintenance in the future. He added that the Committee must talk with Tom Walsh and the Andover Committee before making a decision. Mayor Conkling added that this was the first time the Committee has heard of problems with the field. 

Mayor Conkling stated that part of the maintenance could include watering the grass and that the DPW may be able to use their new tank to water the field. 

Mr. Dohl stated that constant maintenance is needed and gave a description of Andover’s maintenance plan. He asked for a commitment of a continued maintenance program.  

Mayor Conkling asked DPW Supervisor Watson Perigo if there is any means to break up the clay. Mr. Perigo responded that the Township currently has a machine; however, due to the small size it would be difficult to maintain the entire field. Mayor Conkling asked Mr. Perigo to contact Andover for information on the clay breaking machine. Mr. Perigo stated that he has already looked into pricing and a machine costs about $16,000. Mr. Chirip asked Mr. Perigo to find out the amount Andover would expect to be compensated. Mayor Conkling asked Mr. Perigo if the tank could be used to water the field and Mr. Perigo confirmed that it can be done. 
Mr. Dohl stated that there currently is no grass on the infield. Mayor Conkling said they will look into reseeding the field, but are not planning to replace all the sod. There was discussion on continued maintenance of the field and the effect on the budget. Mayor Conkling suggested using a slice seeder to lower costs.
Mayor Conkling asked if the new travel league will be part of Lackawanna Little League. Mr. Dohl stated that for charter reasons, the two leagues must be separate. Mayor Conkling stated that once the League is established, they must apply for use of the field because Lackawanna is the only League that has permission to use the field. 

Mr. Dohl asked if the Township has an alternate field that would support a baseball program. Mayor Conkling said that the League would have to appeal to the school for use of their field. There was a brief discussion on the growth of the program. Mayor Conkling stated that the League should follow up with the situation at the end of the year.
Mayor Conkling opened the discussion to the public. Bill Mott, a resident of 12 Sunny Lane, noted that Hillside recently improved their fields and it made an amazing difference. He highly recommended using a clay breaking machine because it leveled out the playing field. Joseph Defeo, a resident of 4 Rachel Lane, stated that, as a Green Township resident, he believes it is worth the time and effort.

Mrs. Esenlohr asked about the enrollment in the League and Mr. Dohl said that about half the players are Green Township residents.  He estimated that the league has between 242 and 248 players, with about 5% of the players from Andover Borough, 45% from Andover Township and 45% from Green Township. He added that last year 140 players were from Green Township, 140 players were from Andover Township and about 10 players were from Andover Borough. He stated that the numbers have been consistent over the years. 
b. Top of New Jersey (radio plane club) – request to utilize Trinca facility for air show(s) in 2010  (Pat Rizzuto,     Mike Shauger, and Craig Meyback  and Tony Curcaruta will be present from Top of NJ)
Mr. Rizzuto stated that, after visiting the airport, they wish to use the area south of the taxi way to avoid the newly planted grass. He presented a map and reviewed the area they desired to use. Mr. Rizzuto added that he saw only one area that was newly seeded, and they plan to cover the area or reseed at their expense if the grass is damaged.  

Mayor Conkling questioned the number of people expected at the event. Mr. Rizzuto stated that about 35 workers and hopefully a couple hundred spectators will be present. Mrs. Esenlohr pointed out that spectators come and go, and will not be present all at once. She added that even if cars are parked on the road there is very high visibility on the road.
Mayor Conkling asked if the planes must be moved and Mr. Rizzuto recommended moving the plans due to safety issues. Mayor Conkling stated that the organization should contact John Tremper to decide where to move the planes. 

Mr. Rizzuto presented a letter stating that the academy does not require an EMT present at an event in order to secure insurance, but stated that they have the availability of Franklin Emergency Squad Lieutenant Ryan Stickle to work as an EMT. Mayor Conkling asked for a copy of the certificate of the EMT. Mrs. Peralta stated that the insurance company strongly recommends having a member of staff on site to oversee the event. Mayor Conkling recommended John Tremper since he is familiar with the airport. Mrs. Peralta stated that a DPW worker should be present and Mayor Conkling said that he didn’t feel it was necessary because they are not familiar with airport operations. Mrs. Peralta stated that someone who is familiar with Township policy should be present. Mrs. Esenlohr agreed it should be an employee of the town. Mayor Conkling stated that it was a detail they can work out as the event approaches and left the decision open.
Mrs. Esenlohr noted that it was a very positive event last year. She asked if any input from the pilots was received and Mr. Chirip stated that the pilots were concerned that the airport would be closed; however, it was previously decided to notify pilots of the event and leave the airport open.
Motion: 
Mrs. Esenlohr made a motion to allow Top of NJ to use Trinca Airport in May and August, with Top of NJ providing an EMT and having a Green Township staff member present.
Seconded: 
Mr. Chirip
Discussion: 
None

	
	AYE
	NAY
	ABSTAIN
	ABSENT

	Mr. Chirip
	x
	
	
	

	Mrs. Esenlohr 
	x
	
	
	

	Mr. Michaud 
	
	
	
	x

	Mr. Raffay
	x
	
	
	

	Mr. Conkling 
	
	
	
	x


c. Enforcement of speed limits in developments



Mayor Conkling said that the Committee granted permission to Suburban Consulting to establish speed limits in developments. Mrs. Esenlohr stated that she had some questions, but previously discussed them with Mrs. Peralta. She added that many Township roads already have signs and questioned who placed the signs. Mr. Perigo stated that some signs were requested and placed by the DPW while others were already there. Mr. Chirip asked if the engineering aspect needs to be completed in order to enforce the limits by Ordinance. Mrs. Peralta stated that John Miller will determine if the roads meet the State criteria for a 25 mile per hour speed limit, which can then be enforced by the State Police once an Ordinance is created.  

OLD BUSINESS

5. Ordinance Public Hearing

a. Ordinance 09-23  -  authorize engineering services associated with Lake Tranquility Dam/Bridge
Mayor Conkling opened the meeting to public hearing.

Mayor Conkling opened the meeting to public hearing.
Motion: 
Mr. Raffay made a motion to close public hearing and adopt Ordinance 09-23.
Seconded: 
Mr. Chirip 

Discussion: 
None
	
	AYE
	NAY
	ABSTAIN
	ABSENT

	Mr. Chirip
	x
	
	
	

	Mrs. Esenlohr 
	x
	
	
	

	Mr. Michaud 
	
	
	
	x

	Mr. Raffay
	x
	
	
	

	Mr. Conkling 
	x
	
	
	


6.  Resolutions

a.  Resolution 09-160  - approve additional engineering costs associated with Phillips Rd project 
Mrs. Peralta stated that the Resolution will be carried to the next meeting because Mr. Miller has not yet responded.
NEW BUSINESS
7. Ordinances Introduction

a.  Ordinance 09-24  -  authorize Land Development Fees
Mrs. Peralta stated that the revised Ordinance is in the Committee’s folders. She added that a letter from the Planning Board recommending the fees is also included.

Motion: 
Mr. Raffay made a motion to introduce the ordinance with public hearing on November 30, 2009.
Seconded: 
Mrs. Esenlohr 

Discussion: 
None

	
	AYE
	NAY
	ABSTAIN
	ABSENT

	Mr. Chirip
	x
	
	
	

	Mrs. Esenlohr 
	x
	
	
	

	Mr. Michaud 
	
	
	
	x

	Mr. Raffay
	x
	
	
	

	Mr. Conkling 
	x
	
	
	


8. Resolutions

b. Resolution 09-167  -  bill list
Motion: 
Mr. Raffay made a motion to adopt the Resolution.
Seconded: 
Mrs. Esenlohr
Discussion: 
Mrs. Esenlohr asked if there have been further problems with the opening and closing of the park gate and Mr. Perigo stated that there have been no problems. Mrs. Esenlohr asked if people are allowed in the park after hours and Mayor Conkling stated that, while it cannot be heavily enforced, residents are not allowed in the park after hours. 
	
	AYE
	NAY
	ABSTAIN
	ABSENT

	Mr. Chirip
	x
	
	
	

	Mrs. Esenlohr 
	x
	
	
	

	Mr. Michaud 
	
	
	
	x

	Mr. Raffay
	x
	
	
	

	Mr. Conkling 
	x
	
	
	


c. Resolution 09-168  -  appoint Fire Official
Motion: 
Mr. Chirip made a motion to adopt the Resolution.
Seconded: 
Mr. Raffay
Discussion: 
Mrs. Peralta stated that Mr. Flammer will start on December 15th which will cause an overlap for two weeks for a smooth transition.
	
	AYE
	NAY
	ABSTAIN
	ABSENT

	Mr. Chirip
	x
	
	
	

	Mrs. Esenlohr 
	x
	
	
	

	Mr. Michaud 
	
	
	
	x

	Mr. Raffay
	x
	
	
	

	Mr. Conkling 
	x
	
	
	


d. Resolution 09-169  -  authorize assistance to the Borough of Hopewell Business Property Tax Appeal 
Motion: 
Mr. Raffay made a motion to adopt the Resolution.
Seconded: 
Mrs. Esenlohr
Discussion: 
Mrs. Esenlohr stated that, after explanation, she agrees that support is neccessary. Mayor Conkling gave a brief explanation of the donation.
	
	AYE
	NAY
	ABSTAIN
	ABSENT

	Mr. Chirip
	x
	
	
	

	Mrs. Esenlohr 
	x
	
	
	

	Mr. Michaud 
	
	
	
	x

	Mr. Raffay
	x
	
	
	

	Mr. Conkling 
	x
	
	
	


e. Resolution 09-170  -  cancel Purchase Order for Mackerley Road Water Main

Motion: 
Mr. Chirip made a motion to adopt the Resolution.
Seconded: 
Mrs. Esenlohr
Discussion: 
Mrs. Peralta stated that Mrs. Padula has been examining the issue and has found that the contractor never supplied the required paperwork to the Township in order to pay the bill. 
	
	AYE
	NAY
	ABSTAIN
	ABSENT

	Mr. Chirip
	x
	
	
	

	Mrs. Esenlohr 
	x
	
	
	

	Mr. Michaud 
	
	
	
	x

	Mr. Raffay
	x
	
	
	

	Mr. Conkling 
	x
	
	
	


9. Correspondence  -  list and items available in packet
Mrs. Peralta noted the following:

A-2
from Linda Padula, re: GFOA Contribution of $150
· Noted the backup information to the contribution.
A-3 
from Pat Sullivan, re: Nonconforming Use Certificate for Horses

· Will be discussed in executive session.
A-4 
from Wantage Township, re: Seminar Notice

· She and Mr. Perigo are planning to attend the seminar. Mayor Conking asked to be reminded of the seminar as it approaches so he can attend if his work schedule permits.
B-4
from NJ Highlands Council, re: Petition for Plan Conformance
· She will be contacting Paul Gleitz for help. 

B-5 
from NJ DOT, re: Phillips Road Grant

· The grant for Phase III of the Phillips Road project has been denied, but the Township has already received Phase II.

10. Matters from the Governing Body

a. Cable Franchise Agreement update – 
The Cable Sub-Committee met and Mrs. Peralta presented a memo from Mr. Michaud outlining what is expected in the cable contract. Mrs. Peralta stated that she wished to add the following:

-
Complimentary cable services to all municipal buildings. Mrs. Esenlohr stated that the Lake Tranquility Club should not receive free service.

-
Free internet service to all municipal buildings. 

-
Donation of video equipment to the school so the County cable access channel can feature school activities. 
-
Training for the equipment. 
-
Lower rates for qualified senior citizens. 
-
New survey, but it may be the municipality’s responsibility to complete the survey. There was some discussion on who completed the last survey. 
-
Equipment to place a scrolling announcement bar at bottom of the public channel. 
Mrs. Esenlohr suggested adding Mr. Caruso to the Cable Sub-Committee.
Mrs. Peralta questioned if the Community Club should receive free cable and Mr. Raffay agreed they should not receive free television service. There was some discussion on the internet service. 

Mrs. Peralta said the next step would be for the Sub-Committee to meet with the cable company’s attorney prior to the Dec. 21 public hearing. Mrs. Esenlohr suggested discussing it as a Sub-Committee first.

Mrs. Peralta noted that the current franchise agreed to serve the areas of town that had a density of 20 houses per square mile or greater, but the new contract is proposing to serve areas that have 35 houses per square mile or greater. She added that she is currently working to keep the old rate, and agreed the Sub-Committee will discuss the issue further. 
Mrs. Esenlohr stated that a letter congratulating the new governor should be sent. She added that she contacted the County about the requested photo, but the County has yet to decide what they are doing with the photos. Mrs. Esenlohr stated that she has not picked a photo yet, but has narrowed it down to Tranquility Mill or Trinca Airport. 
Mr. Raffay contacted Samaria Roofing about fixing the post office roof and is waiting for a reply. 

Mr. Chirip announced that Greendell Deli is reopening soon.

Mayor Conkling stated that he, Mr. Perigo and Mr. Raffay met with Clough Harbour at the airport to review the completed paving. He added that they were unhappy with much of the paving and that Clough Harbour is currently correcting the problems.

11. Matters from the Township Clerk/Administrator
· Letter from John Tremper requesting relief from rent since there has been construction at the airport. There was some discussion on the rent Mr. Tremper pays. Mrs. Peralta stated that if a discount is granted to Mr. Tremeper, then the other pilots should also receive a discount. Mayor Conkling stated that only a refund should be granted to Mr. Tremper since he has lost business, while other pilots still have access out of the hangar and  have not lost use of their aircraft. The Committee decided to reduce Mr. Tremper’s rent on the shop since he lost use of it since construction began. 
Motion: 
Mr. Raffay made a motion to wave $730 from shop rent to compensate for construction.
Seconded: 
Mr. Chirip
Discussion: 
None. 
	
	AYE
	NAY
	ABSTAIN
	ABSENT

	Mr. Chirip
	x
	
	
	

	Mrs. Esenlohr 
	x
	
	
	

	Mr. Michaud 
	
	
	
	x

	Mr. Raffay
	x
	
	
	

	Mr. Conkling 
	x
	
	
	


· Stated that the JCP&L billing should be covered under the grant. Mrs. Peralta said that the electric will not be turned on until a check has been received.  
· Letter from Fisher Electrical estimating the costs of equipment. Mrs. Peralta stated that Bob Bilyo looked up actual costs of the equipment and discovered that Fischer Electric greatly increased their prices. She noted Clough Harbour’s estimate (which would be change order 1c) of the total remaining costs including labor, profits and the JCP&L fee. Since no one has agreed upon the amount Mrs. Peralta suggested waiting until the next meeting to make a decision. Mr. Raffay suggested approving the amount so they can move forward.
Motion: 
Mr. Chirip made a motion to adopt Resolution 09-171 approving change order 1c for the amount of $1,567.46.
Seconded: 
Mr. Raffay
Discussion: 
None. 
	
	AYE
	NAY
	ABSTAIN
	ABSENT

	Mr. Chirip
	x
	
	
	

	Mrs. Esenlohr 
	x
	
	
	

	Mr. Michaud 
	
	
	
	x

	Mr. Raffay
	x
	
	
	

	Mr. Conkling 
	x
	
	
	


Mayor Conkling stated that there have been many parts of the construction that have been disappointing and that he is displeased with the small amount of parking.  There was some discussion on the black top and the drainage. 
12. Matters from the Supervisor of DPW (when in attendance) 

Mr. Perigo stated that the DPW site is ready for the new cell tower. 
13. Public Comments and/or Questions

Josephine Fracasso, a resident from 111 Hibler Road, asked if the fee for installing cable will be changed since it is currently very expensive. Mrs. Peralta stated that this was a perfect example of needing a certain amount of houses per square mile.  Mrs. Esenlohr stated that many of the laws have changed and that the issue needs to be looked into further. Mrs. Fracasso stated that many new houses have been built and there must be 20 houses per square mile, and Mr. Chirip added that a new map should be made. 
Mrs. Fracasso noted a mobile washing system that was previously discussed. Mr. Perigo stated that the company offering the maintenance has not contacted anyone. 

Mrs. Fracasso questioned why Top of NJ is not being charged a fee to use the airport. Mr. Chirip asked what should be charged and Mrs. Esenlohr stated that the organization pays an employee to be there for the day. Mr. Esenlohr stated that the event is a recreational opportunity and that it can bring a focus to the improvements recently made to the airport. Mrs. Fracasso added that a fee for the fields should also be imposed and there was some discussion on the leagues that use the field. 

Mrs. Fracasso stated that Andover should pay 50 percent of the costs to maintain the field and Mayor Conkling responded that Green Township residents also use Andover fields free of charge. 
Mrs. Fracasso stated that she disagreed with the cost to enforce speed limits.  Mrs. Peralta reviewed the laws, emphasizing that an engineer needs to declare that the developments meet the criteria of being a residential zone. Mayor Conkling stated that even if a ticket is given by State Police, if an ordinance is not in place the ticket cannot be enforced in court. There was discussion on engineer fees. 
Mrs. Peralta noted a bill from Viersma. Mrs. Peralta reviewed each change order that was approved and what it included. The Committee accepted the bill for payment.
14. Executive Session – Personnel  
Motion: 
Mr. Chirip made a motion to move to executive session.
Seconded: 
Mr. Raffay 

Discussion: 
None

	
	AYE
	NAY
	ABSTAIN
	ABSENT

	Mr. Chirip
	x
	
	
	

	Mrs. Esenlohr 
	x
	
	
	

	Mr. Michaud 
	
	
	
	x

	Mr. Raffay
	x
	
	
	

	Mr. Conkling 
	x
	
	
	


15. Adjourn

Motion: 
Mr. Chirip made a motion to adjourn.
Seconded: 
Mrs. Esenlohr
Discussion: 
None

	
	AYE
	NAY
	ABSTAIN
	ABSENT

	Mr. Chirip
	x
	
	
	

	Mrs. Esenlohr 
	x
	
	
	

	Mr. Michaud 
	
	
	
	x

	Mr. Raffay
	x
	
	
	

	Mr. Conkling 
	x
	
	
	


*ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES ARE ATTACHED TO AND MADE PART OF THESE MINUTES

_____________________________________

Linda Peralta, RMC

Clerk/Administrator

____________________________________

Date Approved
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