TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING

FEBRUARY 6, 2008

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Township Committee of the Township of Green held a regular meeting Wednesday, February 6, 2008 at 9:00 a.m. at the Municipal Building, 150 Kennedy Road, Tranquility, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL: Roger Michaud, Daniel Conkling, Clifford J. Morgan, Laszlo Raffay, Jr., and Dede Esenlohr.

Members present were: Roger Michaud, Daniel C. Conkling, Clifford J. Morgan, and Dede Esenlohr.  Also in attendance was A. Denise Stagnari, Township Clerk/Administrator.  Laszlo Raffay, Jr. was not present at this meeting.

Mayor Michaud thanked the governing body members for rearranging their schedules to attend this morning meeting.  He noted, this represents a hardship for certain members and in the future the committee should adhere to the regular scheduled meetings as long as a quorum is present.  
The Mayor read the following public notice.  Notice is hereby given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act of 1975 inasmuch as a notice has been published in the New Jersey Herald, transmitted to the Star Ledger and posted on the bulletin board at the Municipal Building, 150 Kennedy Road, Tranquility, N. J.  

1.  CONSENT AGENDA:  All items with an (*) are considered to be routine by the Members of the Township Committee and will be enacted on by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Committee Member or Citizen so requests in which event the item will be removed from the general order of  business and considered in it’s normal sequence on the agenda.

Mrs. Stagnari requested consideration for two additional resolutions, #08-065R and #08-066R, which were submitted after the governing body’s meeting packets were delivered.

The Mayor included these resolutions in the consent agenda for consideration.

*2.  Resolutions:

a)  #08-060R – Authorization to refund the balance of ZB #315 escrow fees (08315) in the amount of $1,306.25, B77, L20.03 to Mr. Agresti

WHEREAS, Patricia Sullivan, Land Use, Technical Assistant, has requested in her letter of January 30, 2008 for authorization to refund the balance of ZB #315 escrow fees (08315) in the amount of $1,306.25, B77, L20.03 to Mr. Agresti; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Agresti has submitted his final as-built for the addition; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Agresti is due a refund of the balance of ZB #315 escrow fees (08315) in the amount of $1,306.25, B77, L20.03.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Green to authorize Patricia Sullivan, Land Use, Technical Assistant to refund the balance of ZB #315 escrow fees (08315) in the amount of $1,306.25, B77, L20.03 to Mr. Agresti.

b)  #08-061R – Authorization to refund the balance of Land Disturbance bond 
#4027 Escrow fees (04027) in the amount of $6,464.40, B114, L1 to Goldmine Enterprises

WHEREAS, Patricia Sullivan, Land Use, Technical Assistant, has requested in her letter of January 30, 2008 for authorization to refund the balance of Land Disturbance bond #4027 Escrow fees (04027) in the amount of $6,464.40, B114, L1 to Goldmine Enterprises; and

WHEREAS, Goldmine Enterprises has subdivided the property and sold the property located in Green Township to Michael Salerno who has an approved preliminary site plan; and 

WHEREAS, Goldmine Enterprises is therefore due a refund of the balance of his Land Disturbance bond #4027 Escrow fees (04027) in the amount of $6,464.40 plus January interest, B114, L1.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Green to authorize Patricia Sullivan, Land Use, Technical Assistant to refund the balance of Land Disturbance bond #4027 Escrow fees (04027) in the amount of $6,464.40, B114, L1 to Goldmine Enterprises.

c)  #08-062R – Authorization to refund the balance of ZB #297 Escrow fees (08297) in the amount of $481.25, B45, L42 to Mr. Rodriguez

WHEREAS, Patricia Sullivan, Land Use, Technical Assistant, has requested in her letter of January 30, 2008 for authorization to refund the balance of ZB #297 Escrow fees (08297) in the amount of $481.25, B45, L42 to Mr. Rodriguez; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Rodriguez has submitted his final as-build for the addition; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Rodriguez is due a refund of the balance of his ZB #297 Escrow fees (08297), B45, L42 in the amount of $481.25.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Green to authorize Patricia Sullivan, Land Use, Technical Assistant to refund the balance of ZB #297 Escrow fees (08297) in the amount of $481.25, B45, L42 to Mr. Rodriguez.

d)  #08-063R – Authorization to refund the balance of PB #419 Escrow fees (09419) in the amount of $1,054.25, B114, L1 to Goldmine Enterprises

WHEREAS, Patricia Sullivan, Land Use, Technical Assistant, has requested in her letter of January 30, 2008 for authorization to refund the balance of PB #419 Escrow fees (09419) in the amount of $1,054.25, B114, L1 to Goldmine Enterprises; and

WHEREAS, Goldmine Enterprises has subdivided the property and sold the property located in Green Township to Michael Salerno who has an approved preliminary site plan; and 

WHEREAS, Goldmine Enterprises is therefore due a refund of the balance of PB #419 Escrow fees (09419) in the amount of $1,054.25, B114, L1.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Green to authorize Patricia Sullivan, Land Use, Technical Assistant to refund the balance of PB #419 Escrow fees (09419) in the amount of $1,054.25, B114, L1 to Goldmine Enterprises.

e)  #08-064R – Authorization to refund ZB #301 Escrow fees (08301) in the amount of $200.50, B13, L7 to Janine Dippel

WHEREAS, Patricia Sullivan, Land Use, Technical Assistant, has requested in her letter of January 30, 2008 for authorization to refund ZB #301 Escrow fees (08301) in the amount of $200.50, B13, L7 to Janine Dippel; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Dippel’s variance for a fence has expired and she is therefore due a refund of the escrow balance in the amount of $200.50.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Green to authorize Patricia Sullivan, Land Use, Technical Assistant to refund the balance of ZB #301 Escrow fees (08301) in the amount of $200.50, B13, L7 to Janine Dippel.


f)  #08-065R - Appt. Jonathan J. Dooley as GTVFD Member 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Green to appoint Jonathan J. Dooley as a member of the Green Township Volunteer Fire Department.


g)  #08-066R – Appt. Nicholas Porzilli as GTVFD Member
BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Green to appoint Nicholas M. Porzilli as a member of the Green Township Volunteer Fire Department.

Motion:   Deputy Mayor Conkling 

Seconded:  Committeewoman Esenlohr
Discussion:  None
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Motion Carried.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

No unfinished business was noted at this meeting.
NEW BUSINESS:
3.  Matters from the Township Clerk/Administrator

Mrs. Stagnari reported that the Presidential Primary held yesterday ran smoothly and the Township enjoyed a good turnout of voters.  

4.  Matters from the Members of the Governing Body

The governing body noted an FYI correspondence regarding the Crossed Keys application which has been before the Planning Board.  The Court has upheld the action by the Township’s Planning Board but has instructed the Planning Board to hold a public meeting to allow the objector’s Planner and Attorney to present their views.  
The governing body again discussed fire protection by the Green Township Volunteer Fire Department to Frelinghuysen Township area and the donation amount Green will be requesting for this service.  

Some members feel that the total yearly cost to Green Township to maintain the fire department does not equate to the numbers of years Frelinghuysen’s residents have enjoyed this service.  

The Mayor reiterated it is difficult to retreat in history and advised the members to establish dialogue, show numbers to support additional request and review each year.  The Mayor added that he is not defending Frelinghuysen but this is the first time to his knowledge that this issue has been addressed.  He stated that the Township must use a common sense approach with hard figures based on the present costs and not resurrect the past.  
The fact that three (3) municipalities service Frelinghuysen’s fire protection needs, Frelinghuysen stated that they will have to equally increase donations to each municipality.   

Committeewoman Esenlohr noted the highest population rate is in the Green’s fire protection area and what Frelinghuysen gives to the other municipalities is not Green’s problem.  

The Mayor related that the false alarms from the group home on Greendell Rd.  must cease.  This is a drain on Green’s fireman and equipment.  They should be fined until they correct their problem.  This is the only way the group home sponsors will put an end to this problem.  
The Mayor reported he will be contacting the Fire Department and Frelinghuysen’s sub-committee to arrange meetings.  In the meantime, a letter will be sent to Frelinghuysen with additional donation request supported by hard figures.        

Two staff members were present at this morning’s meeting and have requested consideration to “cash out” vacation time due.  Both cited hardships at home for this request.  

The governing body stated they had no objections since this was time they had earned but needed guidance from the Township attorney.  This is a request that has never been raised before.  
The governing body related that they will have an answer before the end of the day.  

5.  Public Comments and/or Questions

No public was present at this meeting.
6.  Executive Session - Resolution #E08-01R 
Open Public Meetings Act - Resolution for Excluding of Public

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 allows for a Public body to go into closed session during a Public meeting, and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of Green Township has deemed it necessary to go into closed session to discuss certain matters which are exempted from the Public.

WHEREAS, the regular meeting of this Committee will reconvene.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of Green Township will go into closed session for the following reason as outlined in N.J.S.A. 10:4-12:

· Any matter the disclosure of which constitutes an unwarranted invasion of individual privacy;

Motion:  Committeeman Morgan

Seconded:  Deputy Mayor Conkling

Discussion:  None
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Motion Carried.

This regular meeting has resumed.
There being no further business, meeting adjourned on motion by Committeeman Morgan, seconded by Deputy Mayor Conkling.

All members voting affirmative, motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

A. Denise Stagnari

Clerk/Administrator



______________________








Date approved

_______________________                    ______________________________

Roger Michaud, Mayor


A. Denise Stagnari, 








Clerk/Administrator
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